
Dr. Lorri Unumb is a lawyer, professor, mother of three boys, and a renowned autism advocate. A former litigator with 

the U.S. Department of Justice, Dr. Unumb started in autism advocacy as a volunteer, writing ground-breaking 

legislation for South Carolina (“Ryan’s Law”) that served as the catalyst for the national autism insurance movement. In 

recognition of Ryan’s Law, Dr. Unumb received the Autism Society of America 2008 “Parents of the Year” award. She 

was then recruited to work for the New York-based nonprofit Autism Speaks and has testified 100+ times on health 

insurance issues throughout the USA and beyond. 
 

In 2010, Dr. Unumb founded the Autism Academy of South Carolina, a non-profit treatment center for children with 

autism. She and her husband also wrote the first-ever comprehensive textbook on autism legal issues, “Autism and 

the Law.” Additionally, Dr. Unumb is in her 11th year of conducting the annual “Autism Law Summit,” a national 

gathering of parents and professionals who advocate for better autism laws and policies.
 

Dr. Unumb’s work has been profiled on CNN, on NPR, and in Town&Country magazine, from whom she received one 

of three 2009 “Women Who Make a Difference” awards. She is profiled in the American Academy of Pediatrics book 

“Autism Spectrum Disorders: What Every Parent Needs to Know.”

Topic: Autism and ABA: Let Me Hear YOUR Voice

Time: 9:00am – 9:55am
 

Families dealing with autism face many hardships, not the least of which is financial hardship. One reason for the 

financial hardship has been the failure of the health insurance industry to cover treatments for, and sometimes even 

diagnosis of, autism.  
 

Sadly, few individuals with autism reach their potential because, in the absence of consistent funding, most do not 

have access to treatment that is appropriate in quality and quantity. Appropriate care is both difficult to find and difficult 

to afford. A United States government agency wrote that the “delivery and organization of care for ASD is very 

fragmented, with pieces scattered about in the primary care, school, and specialty clinical settings. It is left to the 

families and caregivers of patients with ASD to find and assemble these pieces.”
 

In this address, autism mother and attorney Dr. Unumb will share her personal parental experience with her son’s 

autism diagnosis and how it led her into full-time advocacy on behalf of individuals with autism, including assistance in 

the passage of more than 40 autism insurance laws across the United States.

Dr. Lorri Unumb (Mom & Attorney)
Vice President, State Government Affairs, Autism Speaks
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Mr. Toby Mountjoy is a Board Certified Behavior Analyst and holds a Master of Science in Applied Behavior Analysis. 

With over 20 years of experience working with individuals with ASD, he has been extensively trained by Dr. Ronald 

Leaf, Dr. Mitchell Taubman and Dr. John McEachin. Besides overseeing the Autism Partnership operation in Hong 

Kong, Korea, Philippines and Singapore with over 100 staff, including psychologists, consultants and therapists, he 

has also provided consultations to school districts, agencies, and families worldwide. Mr. Mountjoy has also 

contributed chapters to publications such as “Sense & Nonsense” and “It’s Time for School”. In 2007, he founded the 

charitable Autism Partnership Foundation and Aoi Pui School to offer more services for children with Autism.

 
Topic: The Challenges of Providing High Quality Services

Time: 9:55am – 10:50am
 

Mr. Mountjoy is responsible for overseeing 4 of the Autism Partnership offices in Asia. Starting the HK office in 1999 

he has had over 18 years of experience as an agency director. In this presentation he will discuss some of the 

challenges and perspectives in running an agency that provides services to families and other agencies. Main themes 

in this talk will include navigating the balance between financial and clinical needs, staff selection and retention, working 

with other organizations and the challenges in working with families.

Mr. Toby Mountjoy (Agency Director)
Associate Director, Autism Partnership 
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Justin Leaf, Ph.D., is the Director of Research and Training for Autism Partnership Foundation. Dr. Leaf received his 

doctorate degree in Behavioral Psychology from the Department of Applied Behavioral Science at the University of 

Kansas. Currently, he leads the research team at Autism Partnership Foundation, which conducts research nationally 

and internationally. His research interests include examining methods to improve social behaviors for children and 

adolescents with autism and developing friendships, comparing different teaching methodologies, evaluating 

parameters of reinforcement, and evaluating long term outcomes for individuals diagnosed with autism. Dr. Leaf has 

over 60 publications in either peer reviewed journals, books, or book chapters and has presented at both national and 

international professional conferences and invited events. He is an Associate Editor for Review Journal of Autism and 

Developmental Disorders. He also serves or has served on the editorial board for the Journal of Applied Behavior 

Analysis, Education and Training in Autism and Developmental Disabilities, and the Journal of Autism and 

Developmental Disorders.

 
Topic: Research in Applied Behavior Analysis and Autism Treatment:
Topic: Where We Have Been, Where We Are At, and Where We Need to Be

Time: 11:05am – 12:00pm
 

For over sixty years, behavior analysts have been conducting research on various procedures utilizing behavior analytic 

procedures (e.g., discrete trial teaching, token economies, and toilet training). This research has resulted in a multitude 

of evidence-based procedures which can improve the lives of individuals diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder 

(ASD), and has also resulted in numerous individuals receiving comprehensive behavioral intervention. The presenter 

will be discussing the history of research in applied behavior analysis (ABA) as it relates to ASD, the current state of 

research within the field, and important future directions of research. Additionally the presenter will be highlighting the 

importance of research as it relates to clinical practice for individuals diagnosed with ASD.

Dr. Justin Leaf (Researcher)
Director of Research, Autism Partnership Foundation
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Mary Jane Weiss, Ph.D., BCBA-D is a Professor at Endicott College, where she directs the Master’s Program in ABA 

and Autism and is a mentoring faculty member in the Doctoral program. She also does research at Melmark. Dr. Weiss 

has worked in the field of ABA and Autism for over 30 years. She received her Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology from 

Rutgers University in 1990 and she became a Board Certified Behavior Analyst in 2000. She previously worked for 16 

years at the Douglass Developmental Disabilities Center at Rutgers University, where she served as Director of 

Research and Training and as Clinical Director. Her clinical and research interests center on defining best practice ABA 

techniques, exploring ways to enhance the ethical conduct of practitioners, evaluating the impact of ABA in learners 

with autism, teaching social skills to learners with autism, training staff to be optimally effective at instruction, and 

maximizing family members’ expertise and adaptation.  She serves on the Scientific Council of the Organization for 

Autism Research, is on the Professional Advisory Board of Autism New Jersey, is a regular reviewer for a variety of 

professional journals, and is a frequent member of service committees for the Behavior Analyst Certification Board. She 

is also a Past President of the Autism Special Interest Group of the Association for Behavior Analysis International, a 

former member of the Board of the Association for Professional Behavior Analysts, and a former Vice President of the 

Board of Trustees for Autism New Jersey.

Topic: Preparing the Next Generation of Clinicians: Teaching Behavior 
Topic: Analysis to Students Who Will Make Real Changes in People’s Lives

Time: 1:00pm – 1:55pm
 

The science of ABA is a complex one, and instruction of students in behavior analysis is a daunting task. Covering the 

evolution of instructional practice and behavioral assessment is a task that spans many semesters of coursework. 

Students of behavior analysis need to understand the contextual variables and other factors that determine treatment 

selections, goal development, and the assessment of progress. In addition, it is imperative that programs help 

students to understand the Ethical Code and the obligations contained in it. Students must learn how to apply a 

problem-solving model to reach decisions about interventions and about the management of ethical dilemmas. Finally, 

interpersonal skills must be highlighted in training to ensure the establishment of a skill set in collaboration. This skill set 

is needed to forge partnerships with families, to train staff efficiently and effectively, and to create transdisciplinary 

interventions that result in socially significant changes. This presentation will focus on the use of effective educational 

strategies to produce these essential instructional outcomes for graduate education in behavior analysis.

Dr. Mary Jane Weiss (University Professor)
 Professor, Endicott College
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Dr. Robert Ross is the Senior Vice President of Treatment Efficacy and Graduate Education at Beacon ABA Services 

of Massachusetts and Connecticut. He received his Master’s in Applied Behavior Analysis from Northeastern University 

and his Doctorate from Nova Southeastern University. Dr. Ross oversees all research activity at Beacon. He also 

provides direct and consultation services to families, schools and educational programs throughout the U.S. and 

Canada. He is a founding member and current Past President of the Massachusetts Association for Applied Behavior 

Analysis. Dr. Ross is also a past President of the Autism Special Interest Group (SIG) of ABAI, the current ABAI Special 

Interest Group Chair, Co-Chair of the Practice Track of the ABAI Annual Conference and has served three terms on the 

ABAI Practice Board.” He has published numerous articles related to autism treatment and presented at conferences 

throughout the US, Europe and the Middle East.

Topic: Myths About Autism that Interfere with Autism Treatment:
Topic: Helping Parents Help Their Kids

Time: 1:55pm – 2:50pm
 

Lovaas, 1987, noted that parent participation in treatment was an essential component to an effective ABA program. 

Helping families help their child on the autism spectrum requires a number of key skills. High on the list of skills is that 

they be knowledgeable about autism and effective treatments and that they be skilled, effective and caring teachers. 

However, being effective in delivering ABA services to children is not the same skill set as being effective in supporting 

parents and caregivers of children on the autism spectrum to be effective teachers. As a clinician and trainer of staff 

for almost 30 years, I have found that the ability to support parents and caregivers to effectively help their children learn, 

is as important (if not more) than just having a team of good therapist. This talk will focus on how specific aspects of 

beliefs about autism and its impact on children can dramatically interfere with or support progress for children with 

ASD. Concrete examples of how helping parents/caregivers to better understand facts about their particular child 

(such as learning strengths and effective versus ineffective interventions) is an essential aspect of effective treatment. 

Dr. Robert Ross (Program Evaluator)
Senior Vice President, Treatment Efficacy and
Graduate Education, Beacon ABA Services
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Dr. Ronald Leaf is a licensed psychologist who has over 40 years of experience in the field of autism. Dr. Leaf began 

his career working with Professor Ivar Lovaas, while receiving his undergraduate degree at University of California, Los 

Angeles (UCLA). Subsequently, he received his doctorate under the direction of Prof. Lovaas. During his years at 

UCLA, he served as Clinic Supervisor, Research Psychologist, Lecturer and Interim Director of the Young Autism 

Project. He was extensively involved in several research investigations, contributed to “The Me Book”, and is a 

co-author of “The Me Book” Videotapes, a series of instructional tapes for teaching autistic children. Dr. Leaf has 

consulted to families, schools, day programs and residential facilities on a national and international basis. Dr. Leaf is 

the Director of Autism Partnership, a worldwide Applied Behavior Analysis service provider for children with autism and 

their families. Dr. Leaf is co-author of “A Work In Progress”, “Time for School”, “It Has to Be Said”, “Crafting 

Connections” and “A Work In Progress Companion Series”.

Topic: ABA: Hype or Hope 
Time: 3:05pm – 4:00pm
 

Parents and professionals have to select the best treatment option for their child. There are literally hundreds of 

options, which is simply overwhelming. Fortunately, research and clinical evidence demonstrate Applied Behavior 

Analysis to be the most effective. Unfortunately, the majority of ABA intervention is rigid, protocol driven, utilizes a 

non-functional curriculum and therefore does not meet the individual needs of children. ABA is simply not a 

standardized approach! There are technical and stylistic differences in the implementation of ABA. Approaches range 

from those that are dogmatic and rigid to unstructured. The best option is a careful balance which is flexible while still 

retaining the essence of a systematic, empirical approach to teaching. Progressive ABA, is individualized, utilizes a 

more natural approach and relies upon staff being extensively trained so that they can make in the moment decisions. 

Dr. Leaf will share his experience working with Dr. Ivar Lovaas the pioneer in the treatment of ABA and the changes in 

ABA that have occurred throughout his forty-year career.

Dr. Ronald Leaf  (ABA Pioneer)
Co-founder and Director, Autism Partnership
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